
 

Boston Area Reform Jewish Day School • 15 Walnut Park • Newton, MA 02458 • 617-969-4444 • www.rashi.org 1 

NOVEMBER 1,  2007/20 HESHVAN 5768

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

 

The Week Ahead 

Nov. 2 
Gr. 6 Boys Soccer at The Park School 
3:30 pm 
Nov. 4  
Admissions Open House 1:30-3:30 pm 

Nov. 5 
Chat with Matt 8:15 am 
MS Boys Soccer vs. Schechter @ YMCA
3:30 pm 

Nov. 8 
Parent-Teacher conferences – no 
school for students 

 

Can it be that parent-teacher conferences are already upon us? Indeed they are! Our 
conferences are Wednesday, November 7, after school and Thursday, November 8, all day (no 
school for students). If you have a child in G ades K-5, you will be assigned a 25-minute 
conference with your child’s lead teacher. If you have a child in Grades 6–8, you will be 
scheduled for four 10-minute conferences with your child’s teachers.  If you would like to make 
an appointment to meet with your child’s Hebrew teacher or any other specialist, please contact 
the main office to set up a time before the date of your conference (unlike last year, no
appointments will be scheduled on the conference day). We thank you in advance for attending 
these very special events.

r

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent-teacher conferences are complex and important meetings. Both faculty members and 
parents want to be allies and partners in raising, guiding, and teaching the children. During my 
years at Rashi, many parents have shared with me how much they have at stake in these 
conferences.  Your child is the most important person in your lives, able to arouse your closest-
held dreams and greatest vulnerabilities. To be effective, you know you must strike the 
important balance of advocating for your children and supporting the teachers. The questions 
abound: “How should I raise a difficult question and not offend the teacher?” “Is my child 
measuring up?” “Is my child being appropriately challenged?” 

 
continued on next page  

News from K-2 
As I wandered the hallways of Rashi during Generations Day, the beauty of seeing children listening, talking and sharing with their special 
guests struck me.  We use the Hebrew phrase l’dor va dor – from generation to generation – to describe the learning, traditions and experiences 
that we want to impart to our children and grandchildren. At the Rashi School we take this one step further. I refer to it as chaver l’ chaver – 
friend to friend.  

In the Lower School we seize opportunities that allow children to partner and learn from each other. These take many forms. When children are 
discussing a book in Kindergarten or First Grade a teacher may give a prompt to her students and have them “turn and talk” to a fellow student. 
This gives the quiet child a “voice” and the opportunity to turn a whole class discussion into an intimate, meaningful conversation.  During 
Writer’s Workshop children share their stories and ask for advice and suggestions from their classmates. Children from Hebrew speaking homes 
take on the role of teacher, helping their classmates identify the picture in Hebrew as they play a game that reinforces Hebrew vocabulary. In 
reading groups in Grades 1-2 book clubs, looking at literature with a group of peers allows for an interchange of ideas. It is great when one 
student makes a connection that deepens the understanding for all the others in the group. Reading buddies, math buddies, Gar’in buddies as 
well as t’filla buddies help foster relationships between the grades. Everyone learns in the process. The older students relish their leadership role 
and the younger student enjoys learning with an “older” friend. It is heartwarming to see a third grade ’filla buddy help a second grader find 
the correct place in the siddur and follow the Hebrew text with their fingers as they sing a prayer.  

t

Throughout the year children in Grades K-2 will have learning experiences through interactions not only with their fellow students but with the 
entire Rashi community as we celebrate holidays, and participate in science and design days, social justice experiences and theater 
opportunities.  

If this is what happens at Rashi now just imagine the possibilities as we anticipate our new building in Dedham on an intergenerational campus.   

B’kavod, 
Serena Androphy, 
Division Director
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Parent-Teacher Conferences   (continued) 

Teachers also have a lot at stake. Teachers are society’s trained 
professionals, the folks who have dedicated themselves to 
educating your children in areas simple and functional, esoteric and 
divine. Rashi teachers are especially skilled, knowledgeable and 
caring. And, yet, conferences bring out teachers’ own questions: 
“How do I broach a difficult social concern without alienating the 
parents?” “How can I best describe this child’s great talents in only 
ten minutes while also clearly laying out her challenges?”
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With all of this at stake, we are pleased to offer: 

SEVEN SURE-FIRE STEPS TIPS for SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCES 

1. Be on time and only stay for the allotted conference time.  
2. Come prepared. Take some time before the conference to 

brainstorm and prioritize the two most important qualities 
you want the teacher to know about your child and your 
two most important questions.  While the time in the 
conference is limited, teachers want to hear your thoughts 
and answer your questions. 

3. Ask about your deepest worries. We are here to and want 
to help, but can only do so if we know your concern. 

4. Listen and take notes. The teacher will structure the 
conference, as there is so much to tell you about in a 
short amount of time.  

5. Maintain a positive tone and a “team approach.” The 
teacher may have to deliver some news that is hard for 
you to hear. If it is hard for you to hear, it is hard for the 
teacher to say. The best results come for children when 
they are supported on challenges at home and at school. 

6. Ask clarifying questions. If you don’t understand or don’t 
agree, begin with a clarifying question so that 
miscommunications are avoided. 

Assume the best of intentions. Teachers go into education because 
they love children and care deeply about building our next 
generation. This is true of all Rashi teachers and we welcome your 
trust .A productive conference is essential for the child’s learning 
and growth. It is also essential for both the parents’ and teachers’ 
peace of mind. We look forward to meeting with you next week at 
conferences with our shared goal of best nurturing your children. 
 

Kristen Herbert, Associate Head of School 

 
 

 
 
 
Traveling Theatre Troupe entertains preschoolers – story at right 

Traveling Theater Troupe 
We open in Venice, 
We next play Verona… 
  
Although we may not be playing the towns from Cole Porter’s “Kiss 
Me Kate”, our Traveling Theater Troupe hit the road last week and 
opened in Newton at Gan Yeladim; we next play in Needham at 
Temple Beth Shalom. Mykala Sandler, Emma Klapper, Basia 
Schwartz, Elana Golub, Sasha Kliger, and Leah Orlinsky chose this 
theater elective offered by Bonny Goldberg. They collaboratively 
wrote a short musical, "A Rashi Slumber Party" designed for a 
preschool audience.  Our Rashi students sing and dance to 
melodies of songs young children, enjoy including, “The Wheels on 
the Bus”, the “Aleph-Bet Song”, “Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious,” 
and an original version of “Rubber Duckie” re-titled “Rashi School, 
You’re the One.”  Look for The Rashi Traveling Theater Troupe -- 
coming to a preschool near you.  
 

Family Education 

Grade 6 B’nai Mitzvah Family Program with Danny Siegel 
What do restaurants do with the leftover crayons they give you to 
use while you wait for your food?  Who could REALLY use a few 
balloons?  Where could you donate “Shema”  “Refuah Shlemah” 
(get well) or “Laila Tov” pillowcases that you make yourself? 

,

These are just a few of the questions Danny Siegel posed to sixth-
graders and their parents at the B’nai Mitzvah Social Justice Family 
Program on October 30.  Danny created the Ziv Tzedakah Fund in 
1982 and since then has raised and donated more than $12 million 
to organizations helping others. He travels extensively in the United 
States and Israel raising awareness of the hundreds of ways people 
are doing mitzvot and helping others.  The work done by the Ziv 
organizations varies as much as the individuals doing the work:  
therapeutic horseback riding; granting wishes to elderly people in 
nursing homes; feeding the hungry through the distribution of 
ready-to-make meals; selling seashell necklaces to raise money for 
AIDS patients.  Some of the organizations have large budgets, but 
many of the people Danny talked about are individuals who saw a 
need about which they knew they had to do SOMETHING, and who 
work alone or with a small group of people.  

This program was designed for students to begin thinking about a 
mitzvah project they could take on that would utilize their unique 
skills and interests to make a difference in the lives of others.  As 
they become Jewish adults, this is a way to put the “mitzvah” into 
becoming Bar or Bat Mitzvah and develop a plan and passion for 
action that becomes a springboard for lifelong tikkun olam  - repair 
of the world.  Danny explained to the students that they don’t need 
to be Bill Gates to make a significant difference – helping one 
person or a few people can be enough – but the thought alone of 
helping does not accomplish much.  They must act.  Over the 
course of this year and next, Marjorie will work with Middle School 
students to help them identify an issue that concerns them or a 
problem they feel they can tackle, and to develop and implement 
an action plan to address the issue. 
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Social Justice News 

Tikkun Olam Tuesday 
Lunchtime on Tuesdays will never be the same as we launch a new 
schoolwide social justice initiative called Tikkun Olam Tuesday! 

Each week, we will pick two students’ names at random from the 
Rashi directory and invite them to join us for lunch and 
conversation about their passions and ideas for tikkun olam – the 
repairing of the world. Our hope is to connect with a broad range 
of students, and engage in age-appropriate, thought-provoking 
conversations about what’s happening in our community and the 
world and how we can personally get involved in making it better. 
Our Tuesday lunches will enable us to get a more global sense of 
what’s on students’ minds and enable us to respond to them in a 
serious and thoughtful manner. We anticipate a lively exchange of 
ideas and inspiration – furthering our mission of developing critical 
minds and compassionate hearts within our school community.  

Tamchui is Coming! 

The Tamchui Pro ect is an annual tzedakah tradition at Rashi that 
now takes place around Purim, the traditional opportunity for gift 
giving in the Jewish calendar. Since 1997, Rashi families have 
contributed over $75,000 to 45 wonderful tzedakot serving children 
and families in need locally, nationally, and internationally. 

j

We annually invite Rashi families, students, and faculty to submit 
nominations for this year’s Tamchui. We are looking for programs 
that work directly with children. A nomination form and list of past 
Tamchui organizations is attached to the online version of this 
issue.  

Please return all nominations in an envelope marked “For Stephanie 
& Marjorie – Purim Tamchui Project” to school by November 19. 

 

Mitzvah Makers 2007-08 
This year marks the 11th year that the Rashi MITZVAH MAKER 
Program has been infusing joy and friendship with the residents at  
Hebrew SeniorLife in Roslindale!  

Goals of Mitzvah Maker Program for Grades 2-8: 

nurture strong personal relationships between the Rashi students 
and the residents of Hebrew SeniorLife 
educate and sensitize Rashi students about the needs of the 
community 
create monthly opportunities for Rashi students about the needs 
of the elderly community 
coord nate monthly visits to Hebrew SeniorLife that enable both 
students and residents to celebrate holidays together, and 
help students, through face-to-face interaction, to understand and 
live the mitzvah of honoring , respecting and cherishing the elderly. 
 
Please see the pdf forms attached to the electronic copy of this 
issue for the list of dates, permission slip and driving directions. 

i

j
r

Stephanie Rotsky and Mar orie Freiman, 
Social Justice P ogram 

 

Chanukah Change Project 
 

This Chanukah, let your change make a change! 

Jewish tradition mandates that we reach out to the poor and needy 
in our midst: 
 
Share your bread with the hungry, and take the wretched poor into 

your home.  When you see the naked, clothe them, and do not 
ignore your own kin. 

Isaiah 58:7 
 

This Chanukah, we at Rashi are going to reach out to help our 
friends at the Leo Baeck School in Haifa. Last year when their 
Eighth Grade class came to Rashi, Ayelet, one of their teachers and 
social workers, explained to us that many of their children do not 
have enough food in their homes or enough money to take the bus 
to school, buy clothing, or pay their housing expenses. 
 
An interdenominational Jewish council has created “Ner Shel 
Tzedakah”, a holiday program to raise public awareness and 
educate the Jewish community about poverty during the Chanukah 
season.  Ner Shel Tzedakah is planned for the sixth night of 
Chanukah this year, Sunday, December 9. 
 
Families are being encouraged to teach their children about the 
needs of those less fortunate, and to donate the value of the gifts 
they would ordinarily exchange to others in need.  So, instead of 
giving each other gifts on the sixth night, families are donating the 
money they would have spent, to help others. 

This Chanukah, Rashi would like to make a donation to help our 
friends at the Leo Baeck School.  In order to do this, we are 
launching a Ner Shel Tzedakah, “Let Your Change Make a 
Change” project within the next two weeks. We want everyone in 
the Rashi community to participate, so we are going to collect 
PENNIES to help our friends.  We will display special penny 
collection containers in the atrium.  Please collect all the pennies 
you can find – at home, in the car, under the sofa cushions, just 
lying around, in your pockets and jars, and bring them in to school 
or send them in with your children.  Everyone can find a penny or 
two – or a hundred!  We hope that every child, parent, faculty and 
staff member, as well as extended family members, will participate 
in this project.  When the Israeli students are here during 
Chanukah, we will present them with the money we’ve collected so 
that they can take it back to Israel to help their classmates. 

This is truly a way to let YOUR change MAKE a change!  While one 
penny alone cannot buy very much today, a large collection of 
pennies can make a huge difference to children and families in 
need.  Please help us collect as many pennies as we can!  The 
collection will continue until the beginning of December.   
 
Thank you for helping us help our Israeli friends, and for letting 
YOUR change make a big change this Chanukah! If you have any 
questions, contact Marjorie at mfreiman@rashi.org.   

 

mailto:mfreiman@rashi.org
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Generations Day 
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With a record-breaking 250 attendees, Generations Day 2007 was a 
memorable afternoon. Grandparents, other relatives and special 
visitors enjoyed our students’ presentations and sharing classroom 
activities. Thanks to everyone who worked so hard to make the day 
a success, starting with event co-chairs Jodi Blankstein, Laurie 
Gliklich, Elizabeth Hirschhorn Wilson, Michelle Paster, and Helaine 
Hartman. 

Thanks to all the teachers who applied their expertise to creating 
meaningful intergenerational lessons. Special thanks to Erica 
Smiley, who worked her creative magic with several groups of 
students producing the centerpieces, decorations and book plates 
for the event.   

A huge thank you to the students – the artists, singers, prayer 
leaders, door hosts, hall monitors, question answerers, decoration 
designers, book bag creators and loving hosts.  It is your spirit, 
commitment and smiling faces that truly made the day special for 
our visitors.   

Many parents committed time and energy to tasks large and small. 
Multiple thank yous go to the following parents, for setting up, 
hosting, cleaning up, and much more: Krista Alperin, Susan Altman, 
Jim Blankstein, Joanna Bures, Yael Hurwitz, Marianne Karmel, 
Caren Korin, Amy Lassman, Sharon R. Miller, Deborah Schwartz, 
Vicky Seriy, Nancy Shaich, Amanda Sims, Jamie Weintraub, and 
Bruce Wilson. 

Rashi also thanks Events Director Karen Backner for coordinating 
the entire day. 

Advancement 
When first grader Eli Korin (shown with his grandparents on 
Generations Day) turned seven recently, his parents asked him to 
what charity he would like to contribute his birthday money. The 
year before he had selected Rashi, as his new school, to be the 
recipient. This year, he decided that the funds should go towards 
Rashi’s new building in Dedham. “I love Rashi,” he said. “But the 
school needs more space. We need a separate gym and cafeteria.” 
On the invitation to his birthday party, Eli asked his friends to make 
donations to the Campaign for Rashi. Ten of them – including three 
who are not Rashi students – did. Thanks, Eli, for your help. Any 
adults want to hold a similar birthday bash? 
 

             

 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

 
One-time, Two-hour commitment 

 
Join with other Rashi parents  

for a fun and productive evening calling  
Rashi families to remind everyone of the importance of  

Supporting the 2007-2008 Annual Appeal 
 

Training, coaching, handholding (if needed)  
and dessert will be provided. 

 
Thursday, November 15th

6:45 PM – 9:00 PM 
 

At the home of Faryl and Jon Sandler in Wayland 
 

For more information and to RSVP (by November 12, please) 
contact: 

Fran Kantor, Director of Annual Giving 
617-969-4444, fkantor@rashi.org, or drop by and visit the 

Advancement Office on the 2nd floor across from the main office 
 

Thank you in advance for your help! 

 

 

Administrative Announcements 
Update to Parent Directory: 
Solomon family: Rachel Weinstock’s new email address is: 
rachelweinstock@verizon.net

 

Athletics 
The Girls Gr. 4/5 soccer team played a great game at Dedham 
Country Day. Although they trailed for most of the game, they 
rallied dramatically in the last quarter, and won by a score of 2-0. 
 

Website Update   
We have added a link to the new Dedham Project page from the 
www.rashi.org homepage and have added an image of the new 
building to the rotating homepage photos. We have also revised 
the Campaign for Rashi page to include the wonderful D’var Torah 
written by Rashi founder Rabbi Hank Zoob relating to our move to 
Dedham. 

mailto:fkantor@rashi.org
mailto:rachelweinstock@verizon.net
http://www.rashi.org/
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Yachad 
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Did you get to the Book Fair this year? It was so awesome!!  Many 
thanks, as always, to Julie Kremer for organizing this event and for 
creating such a fabulous team of volunteers to help (wo)man it. 
Thanks also to Lisa Ross for single-handedly wrapping up the Sally 
Foster Sales. The new pick-up date is Friday, November 9. We will 
be announcing the totals for both fundraisers as soon as we can. 

As always, Shabbat wouldn’t be the same without our challah 
distributors: Nancy Buck, Amy Burd, Elizabeth Cooper, and Janet 
Taylor. These 10 minutes on a Friday morning have to be some of 
the most satisfying volunteer time! 

A special thanks to all the families and staff who submitted “Rashi 
Stories”.  We received some beautiful sentiments about our school 
and the people who make it such an amazing place.  We will be 
holding the raffle shortly.  It is never too late, however, to send 
your favorite “Rashi Story” to lsilverstein@rashi.org . 

SAVE THE DATE:  Monday, November 12, 7:00 pm 
Matt King will be speaking at our first Yachad meeting of the year.  
He will talk about his vision for Rashi and present us with a 
snapshot of how he sees the school based on his many meetings 
with parents over the summer. 

Get Involved! 
Yachad has many ways to be involved, either at school or from 
home.  Please contact us if you would like to help with any of our 
upcoming activities or to help out for next year.  

B’kavod, 
Andie Insoft  awisnoft@comcast.net 
Susan Altman altman_susan@hotmail.com  

 

Community News 
Temple Emanuel, Newton, MA is hosting an All-Community 
Shabbat Dinner on November 9. For more information, please call 
Cynthia Slavet at 617-558-8100 or Arlyn Baker Schneider at 
arlynschneider@yahoo.com or at 617-965-2468. 
  
Congregation Mishkan Tefila’s Israel Affairs Committee is 
sponsoring a forum on “Anti-Zionism on the College Campus,” 
Sunday, November 18, 1-4 pm. For more information, please call 
617-332-7770. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Did You Know? 
 
 

On Generations Day, Grade 8 students and their family members 
experimented with metals to discover some of their properties. 

They tested various metals for magnetism. 
They also added two different types of acids to the metals 

to check for a chemical reaction. 
 

Ali Fine 
Middle School Science 

mailto:lsilverstein@rashi.org
mailto:awisnoft@comcast.net
mailto:altman_susan@hotmail.com
mailto:arlynschneider@yahoo.com
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