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Rashi eighth grader Raquel Nciman with Miriam, a NewBridge resident.

Tapping a fountain of youth

Rashi students help memory-impaired seniors at NewBridge

Raahl stademt Ark Glaxgow witl s
'l‘hq reached
outto the residents, Newbridge friend Doris.

mmmmm.

One oftbem, Arl Glasgow,
went right up to a woman with

how've you been?”

i)

short wispy white hair, “Hi, Doris.
It's Ari, nice sceing you again,
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even calling their name is 2 way to
get them better engaged and feel a
part of the expenience,” Reed
wrote in an email.

The students were given ques-
tonnalres before and aficr the
program. Reed said the resuls
would be used to refine the pro-
gram and gauge the students’
progress and comfort level as they
work with the dementia residents,
“We are hoping to build a greater
appreciation of the wealth of in-
formation these seniors can share,
despite their otherwise visible lim-

15 minutes ahead of time. “Telling
them any eardier, they'd probably
not remember it," Wade said,
adding that the seniors were told
they would be heiping the stu-
dents with their work, “Telling the
residents they will be teaching the
students gets them excited and
able to rise to the occasion.”

Last week students Jared
Weiner and Isaac Sebenius shared
a table with NewBridge resident
Dottic.

"What did you do when you
were younger?” they asked her.

Dottie smiled and said, “I was
a »

“Cool," Jared said.

“I knew shorthand, 100,” Dottie
added.
While some resicents like Dot-
tie were able to chat with the stu-
dents, others drifted off to sleep or
appeared generally unresponsive,
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